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My name is Angela Taylor. I live in Angus in a small local community of 6 sca8ered dwellings. 

I would like to talk today about locality and community. We o>en hear the term “local” in reference 
to local shops, local pub, local school, etc. Estate agents sell properEes with reference to ameniEes 
within the locality. Generally speaking, the term “local” tends to refer to places within our immediate 
vicinity.  

Residents in rural areas do not necessarily have a local shop, or pub, but they have local assets – 
farmland, woods, walks and landscape. 

Meanwhile, what is a community? The dicEonary defines it as a group of folk who support each 
other, sharing common characterisEcs, and idenEEes within a locaEon o>en fostering social Ees and 
a sense of belonging. 

So, I believe that a local community is a group of residents who share common Ees within a close 
geographical area. It may be a small village in rural areas, or a group of sca8ered dwellings, with 
neighbours supporEng each other. 

NPF4 of course details the need for Local Development Plans. NPF4 Policy 11c refers to the need to 
maximise local net economic impact as a condiEon of the policy. NPF4 Policy 29 echoes the need to 
contribute towards local living in respect to rural locaEons. 

 Standing here in Tealing Hall, I asked at a consultaEon event how the local community would benefit 
from the proposed development and was told about jobs and business for Dundee. Dundee is in a 
different county. I listened to the silence at an Angus Council meeEng when the applicant was asked 
by councillors how many permanent jobs the proposed substaEon would bring and the answer was 
“none”. The applicant has since admi8ed that the construcEon workforce will be brought in from 
outwith the area.  

When I read the applicant’s socio-economic report I was concerned that local tourist a8racEons had 
been idenEfied by a Google search, with it idenEfying that Broughty Ferry Castle, 8 miles away from 
the southern end of the route would not be impacted. In addiEon,  the V and A museum in Dundee, 
6 miles away and an indoor a8racEon would not be impacted, well there is no reason why they 
would be affected. Meanwhile local a8racEons along the route, likely to be impacted, were omi8ed 
from the report. It transpired that the local area within the socio-economic report has been 
idenEfied as Dundee City, the whole of Angus, the whole of Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen city.  

The requirements to address local concerns are replicated within NPF4 Policy 3 regarding 
biodiversity. Whilst local communiEes see their local nature networks threatened by the Proposed 
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Development, any improvements to BNG are sEll to be idenEfied and the applicaEon menEons 
exploring sites outwith the route. 

To summarise, I see infrastructure being proposed impacEng local communiEes negaEvely in terms 
of landscape, economy, noise, biodiversity and nature networks, contrary to local and NaEonal 
planning policies. Although NPF4 neglects to idenEfy the term “local”, it must surely be recognised 
that the applicant’s definiEon is not only widely different from a generally recognised definiEon, but 
is used in a confusing fashion. A recognised definiEon of local is used when menEoning the negaEve 
impacts, but when idenEfying the potenEal benefits, the applicant needs to revert to a much larger 
geographical area to define locality. PotenEal benefits in terms of energy supply and economy are for 
what most would define as a more distant community, whilst the negaEve impacts are indeed felt by 
those within the immediate vicinity. I hope the Reporters will consider in their determinaEon, the 
points I have raised.  
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